PREFACE 


Tiny tots are all attention. They prick up their ears with curiosity. 
Their eyes twinkle with joy. Their hearts leap up with delight. This rare 
transformation in usually impatient and flighty tiny tots is seen only when 
they listen to stories narrated to them by their elders. They insistently 
demand the narration of the same stories again and again. They love to 
reproduce these stories in their babyish voice and style. Even as they grow 
up, they love to read these stories repeatedly. Their conspicuous fascina- 
tion for stories has enthused us to bring out ‘Vikas Stories for Children’ - 
a series of seven books containing about one hundred stories which will 
surely delight them. 


Most of the stories in this series are gleanings from traditional sources, 


viz., Aesop’s Fables, the Panchtantra, the Hitopdesh, etc. Every story is 
graphically illustrated with beautiful multi-coloured pictures which 
fascinate children. 


Mr. C. K. Sampat, the chief editor and compiler of this series, has been 
a renowned teacher of the English language for more than three decades. 
By dint of his close association with children, he is fully acquainted with 
child psychology. So, the stories have been judiciously graded keeping in 
view the children’s interest and their comprehending abilities. Almost every 
story is concluded with an appropriate moral. It is hoped, these picturesque 
story books will not only entertain the children but also inculcate in them 
sublime virtues and wordly wisdom. 


We hope parents, as well as teachers, will appreciate our well-meant 
attempt and gladly introduce these books to their dear little ones. 
-Publishers 


The books in this series : 

(1) Pink Book (2) Green Book (3) Red Book 
(4) Yellow Book (5) Blue Book 
(6) Violet Book. (7) Brown Book 


These books are also available in Marathi, Hindi, 
Gujarati, Bengali, Malayalam and Tamil. 


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be copied, adapted, abridged or translated, 
stored in any retrieval systèm, computer system, photographic or other system or 
transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the 
copyright holders, M/s. Navneet Publications (India) Ltd. Any breach will entail legal 
action and prosecution without further notice. 
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1. The Two Frogs 


Oz day two frogs fell into a churn of milk. They 
swam round and round and tried to hop out. As 
there was no solid support under their feet, it was 
not possible for the frogs to hop out and escape. 


After some time, one of the frogs said, “I am 
completely tired. I can’t swim any longer. I am giving 
up.” He gave up and went down to the bottom of the 
churn. He was drowned. 


The other frog said, “I will go on swimming. I hope 
something will happen and save me.” 


So he went on swimming. His movements churned 
the milk and’ turned it into butter. After some time, 
the frog climbed up on the pat of butter and hopped 
out of the churn. 


GOD HELPS THOSE WHO HELP THEMSELVES. 


sie 
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2. The Bear and the Two Friends 


hyam and Ram were good friends. One day they 

were passing through a forest. On their way, they 
saw a bear coming towards them. Shyam ran and 
climbed up a nearby tree. Ram did not know the skill 
of climbing a tree. But he showed presence of mind. 
He had heard that wild animals do not hurt dead bodies. 
So he lay down still on the ground. He closed his eyes 
and held back his breath. The bear came to Ram. 
He sniffed Ram’s face. He thought that the man was 
dead. He went away. 


When the bear was out of sight, Shyam climbed 
down the tree. He went to Ram and asked, “What did 
the bear tell you into your ear?” Ram retorted, “He 
told me to keep away from a selfish friend like you.” 


__A FRIEND IN NEED IS A FRIEND INDEED. 


E i Se 


-A mans!) ae 
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3. The Donkey and the Idol 


ne day an idol-maker hired a donkey to deliver 

an idol of a goddess to a rich customer. The idol 
was a beautiful piece of excellent workmanship. The 
donkey was loaded with the idol. As the donkey walked 
along the road, many people on the way stopped to 
admire the idol. Some people bowed in respect to the 
idol. 


The stupid donkey thought that all the admiration 
and respect were for him. So he proudly stopped in 
the middle of the road and began to bray loudly. Gentle 
words and actions of his master failed to induce him 
to keep quiet and move on. At last the master beat 
him hard with his stick. The beating thrashed the false 
pride out of the donkey. He came back to his senses 
and walked on dutifully. 


—_————— 
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4. The Woodcutter and Mercury 


QO day a woodcutter’s axe accidentally fell into 
a river. The river at that spot was deep and its 
current was swift. The woodcutter tried hard but he 
could not find his axe. He was very sad. 


Mercury, the messenger of gods, saw the sad 
woodcutter and took pity on him. “Don’t worry. I will 
bring you your axe,” said Mercury to the woodcutter 
and dived into the river. 


Mercury came out of the river with an axe of gold 
and offered it to the woodcutter. The woodcutter said, 
“That is not mine. I can’t take it.” 


Once again Mercury went down into the river and 
this time returned with an axe made of pure silver. 
The honest woodcutter said, “That is not my axe either.” 


So Mercury dived into the river a third time. This 
time he brought with him a crude axe made of iron. 


“That’s it,” cried the woodcutter joyfully and rushed 
to Mercury to take it. 


Mercury was pleased with the poor man’s honesty. 
He gave him both the gold axe and the silver axe as 
a reward for his honesty. 
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The Woodcutter and Mercury 
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5. The Capseller and the Monkeys 


here was a small jungle between two villages. Many 

monkeys lived in the jungle. One day a capseller 
was passing through the jungle to go from one village 
to another. On the way he got tired. He lay down under 
a tree and fell asleep. 


The capseller woke up after some time. He was 
very much upset when he saw that his box was open 
and his caps had all gone. Just then he heard whooping 
sounds and looked up. There were so many monkeys 


on the tree. Each one of them had a cap on his head. 
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The capseller was angry. He picked up a stone 
and threw it at the monkeys. The monkeys plucked 
fruits from the tree and threw them at the capseller. 
Now the capseller knew how to get back his caps from 
the monkeys. Monkeys have the habit of copying others. 
The capseller took off the cap from his head and threw 
it on the ground. The monkeys also copied him. They 
threw down their caps. The capseller collected the caps 
from the ground, put them in the box and happily 
went on his way. 


PRESENCE OF MIND CAN FIND A WAY g 
OUT OF MANY DIFFICULTIES. Pe 
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6. The Milkmaid and her Dreams 


milkmaid was going on her way to deliver milk 
to her customers. She was carrying a pail of milk | 
on her head. 


She said to herself, “I will sell this milk and buy 
eggs with the money. The eggs will give me a fine 
lot of hens. I will sell the hens and buy a silk dress. 
I will wear the dress and look very beautiful. Many 
handsome young men will come to me and ask for 
my hand in marriage. But I will toss my head and 
say ‘NO! 

As she said this, she actually tossed her head. 
The pail of milk fell down from her head and the milk 
ran out on the ground. That was the end of the eggs, 
the hens, the silk dress and the handsome young men. 


ITS NO GOOD BUILDING CASTLES IN THE AIR. 
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7. The Boy and Cashew Nuts 


boy was very fond of cashew nuts. So his mother 

always gave him a few nuts to eat. The boy always 
asked her for more nuts. Every time the mother would 
say, “No, my dear, not so many at a time. If you eat 
too many ata time, you will get pain in your stomach.” 
The stern voice of his mother made the boy quiet. But 
he never felt that what she said was right. 


One day the boy was alone-in the house. His mother 
had gone out for some work. The boy managed to get 
at the jar of cashew nuts. There was no one to stop 
him eating that day. So he ate as many cashew nuts 
as he could. 


Next day the boy fell sick. He suffered from a severe 
pain in his stomach. He felt sorry for not obeying his 
mother. 


YOUR ELDERS ARE YOUR WELL-WISHERS. OBEY THEM. 


8. The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf 


Or day a shepherd boy felt very lonely in the 
jungle. He decided to have some fun. So he shouted 
loudly, “Wolf! Wolf! Help!” 


The farmers in the neighbouring area heard the 
boy’s cries for help. They left their work and ran to 
help the boy and his sheep. When they came to the 
spot, they did not notice any sign of a wolf. 


The farmers asked the boy, “Wasn't it you who 
cried for help ?” 


The boy laughed and said, “I was just having some 
fun. There is no wolf here. Go away.” 


The farmers said angry words to the boy and went 
away. 


Next day the boy played the same trick and annoyed 
the farmers once again. 


AE he 


A few days later, a wolf really came. The shepherd 
boy climbed up a tree and shouted for help. But no 
help came. Everybody thought that the stupid boy was 
playing his childish joke. 

The wolf killed many of the boy’s sheep. The boy 
felt sorry for his silly joke. 


PEOPLE DO NOT BELIEVE A LIAR 
EVEN WHEN HE TELLS THE TRUTH. 
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9. The Old Woman and her Servants 


n old woman had two servants. Everyday the woman 

would wake up as soon as her cock started crowing. 
Then she would rouse the servants as well and ask 
them to begin the day’s work. 


The servants did not like to get up early in the 
morning. All the time they were thinking what to do 
to have longer and undisturbed sleep in the morning. 


One day one servant said to the other, “Let us 
kill the cock. If there is no cock, there will be no crowing. 
If there is no crowing, the mistress won’t wake up 
early in the morning. If she does not wake up early 
in the morning, none will disturb our quiet sleep.” 


The other servant agreed. So the next day they 
killed the cock. Now that there was no cock, the old 
woman would not know the exact time. She would 
wake up even earlier than before. Once she was out 
of her bed, she would not let her servants remain in 
bed. 


The cock was gone. But the servants had a harder 
time than before. 


A WRONG REMEDY IS WORSE THAN THE DISEASE. 
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10. The Fisherman and the Minister 


King was very fond of eating fresh fish. One day 

there was a storm in the sea. Fishermen could 
not go to sea to catch fish. So there was no fresh 
fish for the King. The King announced a big reward 
for the person who brought him a fresh fish on that 
day. 


One poor fisherman ventured to bring a fish from 
the stormy sea. He took the fish and went to the palace. 
The palace guards stopped him at the gate. They took 
him to the King’s Minister. 


The Minister said to the fisherman, “I shall allow 
you to go to the King. But you shall give me half of 
the reward that you get from him.” The fisherman did 
not like this proposal. But still he accepted it. 


The guards then took the fisherman to the King. 
The fisherman gave the fish to the King. The King was 
very much pleased with the fisherman and said, “Tell 
me what reward you want and you shall have it.” The 
fisherman said, “Your Majesty, I want fifty whip lashes 
on my back. This is the only reward I expect.” The 
strange demand of the fisherman surprised everybody. 


However, the King ordered one of his servants to give 
fifty light lashes of whip on the fisherman’s back. 

When the servant had given twenty-five lashes, the 
fisherman said, “Stop. Please give the remaining 
twenty-five whip lashes to my partner.” 

The King asked the fisherman, “Who is your 
partner ?” 

The fisherman said, “Your Majesty, your Minister 
is my partner.” 

The fisherman’s reply made the King red with anger. 
He sent his men to bring the Minister before him. 

When the Minister came, the King ordered, “Give 
him twenty-five whip lashes. Make sure they fall hard 
on his back.” 

Then the King sent the dishonest Minister to jail. 
To the fisherman he gave a handsome reward. 


YOU GET JUST WHAT YOU DESERVE. 
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11. Smell and Sound 


ne evening a poor farm worker was on his way 

home. A very pleasant smell came from a sweetmeat 
shop on the road. His mouth watered. He went to the 
shop and stood there for some time. Then he turned 
to go because he could not afford to buy the sweetmeat. 
Just then he heard the shopkeeper’s commanding voice, 
“Stop. You can’t go away without making payment.” 


“Payment? For what?” asked the man. 
“For the sweetmeat,” said the shopkeeper. 
“But I haven’t eaten any,” said the man. 


“But you did enjoy its smell, didn’t you?” asked 
the shopkeeper. “Smelling is as good as eating.” 


The poor man looked very much worried. Now, a 
wise man was standing by. He took the man aside. 
He whispered a word of advice into his ears. 
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The man’s face lit up. He went up to the shopkeeper 
and jingled a few coins in his pocket. The shopkeeper 
seemed pleased. He said, “Come on, pay the money.” 


The man said, “I have paid it.” 


The shopkeeper said, “No, you haven’t.” 

The man said, “Didn’t you hear the jingle of the 
money? If smelling is as good as eating, hearing is 
as good as receiving. Ha! Ha! Ha!” He raised his head 
in pride and stood there for some time. Then he walked 


away. 
TIT FOR TAT : 
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12. Johnny and the Barber 


small boy called Johnny was always eager to show 

his wit. One morning he decided to play a trick 
on the barber. He went to the barber’s shop and sat 
in the chair against the mirror. 


The barber asked, “Yes, Johnny ?” 


Johnny said in a stern voice, “Will you please shave 
my beard ?” 


The barber saw through the game. But he politely 
said, “I will surely do so, young master.” 


The barber then put a piece of cloth around Johnny’s 
shoulders. He also applied soap on his face. Then h 
got busy with some other work. Lae 


it 
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Johnny waited for quite a long time. Waiting with 
soap all over his face was difficult. He shouted at the 
barber, “Why do you keep me waiting ?” 

The barber smiled and coolly replied, “Tm waiting 
for your beard to grow.” 


WHEN YOU PLAY A JOKE ON SOMEONE, KEEP IN 
MIND THAT SOMEONE CAN PLAY A JOKE ON YOU TOO. 
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13. The Donkey and his Shadow 


t was a hot summer day. A traveller hired a donkey 

to carry him across the dusty road to the next town. 
The donkey was lazy. He stopped every now and then. 
So his master walked behind and flogged the animal 
to keep him moving on. 


At noon, they stopped on the way to rest. The |. 
traveller sat in the shadow of the donkey for there 
was no other shade there. 


It was very hot and the donkey’s master was also 
very much tired. He, too, wanted to sit in the shade 
of his donkey. So he said to the traveller, “The donkey 
is mine and therefore his shadow, too, is mine. You 
hired the donkey himself. You said nothing about his 
shadow. So let me sit in the shade of my donkey.” 
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the donkey for 
the day. It is my right to use his shadow, too, for 
the whole day. You can’t separate the shadow from 
the donkey, can you ?” 


While the two men were engaged in quarrelling 
and fighting, the donkey ran away. He took away his 
shadow with him. 


THOSE WHO FIGHT OVER A SHADOW 
LOSE THE SUBSTANCE. 
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14. The Two Boys and a Nut 


Oz day two boys were going along a road. They 
saw a nut on the ground. Both of them ran quickly 
to pick it up. One boy picked it up. The other boy 
said, “It is my nut because I was the first to see it.” 


“It is mine,” said the boy. who was holding it, 
“because I was the first to pick it up.” 

Just then a tall boy came there. He said to the 
boys, “Give me the nut. I'll settle your quarrel.” 

The tall boy took the nut. He cracked the nut and 
separated its hard shell into two parts. He gave one 
part of the shell to one boy and said, “This half is 
yours.” He gave the other part to the other boy and 
said, “This half is yours.” 

Then the tall boy popped the fruit-seed into his 
mouth and said, “The remaining is mine for helping.” 


WHEN TWO PERSONS QUARREL, 
A THIRD PERSON GAINS. 


The Immortal characters of the Ramayana and The 
Immortal characters of the Mahabharata are a record 
of our rich culture and heritage; a part of our ancient 
mythology. 


Navneet is pleased to publish the edited versions of 
these wonderful epics. We are sure our young readers 
would like to possess these books with pride. 


- The simple and well-structured language of these books 
will encourage self-reading in children, and consequently 
enrich their vocabulary. The lucid style and attractive 
pictures will captivate their imagination. We hope these 
books will inspire our young readers to develop a strong 
moral mind-set. 


It has been our humble effort to make a small but 
significant contribution to children's literature, with an 
honest desire to rouse children's creativity and sensitivity. 
Though these books target young readers, we are confident 
that they will appeal to readers of all age-groups. r 


Now wouldn't you want to have this invaluable treasure 
in your home? 


OME 
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hildren love listening 

to stories before going 
to bed. As they grow older 
they like to read stories 
before sleeping. This set of 
beautifully illustrated books 
will instil in the reader the 
life-long habit of pre~sleep 
reading. 


hildren are fascinated by 

stories of birds and 
animals, trees and mountains, 
rivers and ponds, Kings and 
Queens, ogres and fairies. 
This set of five books will take 
the children to a wonder 
world of unforgettable 
characters. This pleasure trip 
will ignite their imagination 
and widen their horizons. 
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